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Beckman Triumphs in All-Mopar Dodge//SRT Funny Car Final at Brainerd

Win by Jack Beckman is seventh for a Mopar Dodge//SRT NHRA Funny Car driver this season

Victory is first for Beckman at Brainerd, second of year, 28th of career

Tommy Johnson Jr. takes runner-up in all-Don Schumacher Racing final round

Mopar-powered NHRA Sportsman racer Brian Johnson captures NHRA Super Stock win

Johnson, Steve Scherschligt earn Dodge Top Finisher honors in Super Stock and Stock

August 19, 2018,  Auburn Hills, Mich. - Jack Beckman raced to victory in an all-Mopar Dodge//SRT Funny Car final

round matchup with teammate Tommy Johnson Jr. at the NHRA Nationals in Brainerd, Minnesota, taking his second

win of the season and the seventh of the year for a Mopar-powered Dodge//SRT Funny Car driver.

 

Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) driver Beckman’s triumph is the 28th of his career in 56 final rounds, and his first at

Brainerd International Raceway. Both Beckman and Johnson clinched spots in the NHRA Countdown to the

Championship playoffs during the weekend, meaning all six DSR Mopar Dodge//SRT drivers in Funny Car and Top

Fuel have earned berths with one race to spare before the start of the six-race playoffs in mid-September. Mopar

Dodge//SRT competitors have now combined for 10 wins this season in the NHRA Funny Car and Top Fuel classes.

 

The Infinite Hero Dodge driver’s road to the final was anything but easy after starting in the bottom half of the field at

No. 14. First up was Mopar DSR teammate and three-time 2018 event winner Matt Hagan, who Beckman was able to

defeat with a 4.044-second elapsed time (ET) at 312.64 mph despite dealing with a dropped cylinder. In the 650th

round of his career, Beckman’s 3.980 run knocked out Shawn Langdon in the quarterfinals. It wasn’t enough to earn

the 2012 Funny Car champion lane choice in the semifinals against points leader Courtney Force, but Beckman used

a slight starting line advantage and 3.968/325.14 pass to take down Force and advance to the all-Mopar Dodge final

against Johnson.

 

Beckman’s third career final round appearance at Brainerd was a charm, as a sharp .027 reaction time off the

starting line paired with his quickest run of race day, 3.961 at 325.69 mph, propelled “Fast” Jack to his first winner’s

circle celebration at Brainerd. Beckman’s other win of 2018 came back in March at the NHRA Gatornationals in

Gainesville, Florida. The final-round appearance was Beckman’s third of the 2018 season.

 

Johnson, last year’s Brainerd Funny Car runner-up, was looking to take it one step further and finish Sunday in the

BIR winner’s circle for the second time in his career. Behind the wheel of his Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T,

Johnson started race day from the fifth spot, knocking out Del Worsham in round one. Against Tim Wilkerson in round

two, Johnson and the John Collins-led team threw down a monster 3.937-second pass which held up to be low E.T.

of race day and earned the team a spot in the semifinals for the third time in three races.

 

Versus semifinal opponent J.R. Todd, Johnson was out of the gate first and never trailed for the win, setting up the

all-DSR matchup in the finals against Beckman. Although his losing 4.031/319.67 mark in the final was not enough to

end the day with the Wally trophy, Johnson clinched his Countdown to the Championship playoff berth on Sunday.

 

Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat driver Hagan, a three-time event winner this season, entered

eliminations on Sunday searching for his first career win at Brainerd International Raceway. Hagan, starting solidly in

the top half of the field in the No. 3 spot, drew DSR teammate Beckman in a matchup of Mopar HEMI machines. Both

drivers dropped a cylinder, but Hagan’s Dodge was unable to match Beckman’s quicker and faster pass, keeping a

Brainerd win as one of the few “to-do” items on the two-time Funny Car champion’s bucket list.

 



Mopar Dodge Top Fuel driver Leah Pritchett, who took the top qualifier spot and event win in 2017 at Brainerd,

started Sunday from the No. 8 position. Pritchett, runner-up in the most recent NHRA stop at Seattle and a two-time

event winner this year, lined up in the first round against No. 9 qualifier Scott Palmer. The DSR driver’s hopes for a

deep eliminations run ended when her dragster smoked the tires, with Palmer earning the win.

 

Fresh off of his 60th NHRA win and three consecutive final round appearances, Ron Capps entered Brainerd seeking

his sixth title at the Minnesota track. Capps’ dominance continued in qualifying, earning the No. 2 spot in his Mopar-

powered NAPA Dodge. In round one, Capps had the advantage at the starting line and held the lead over Jonnie

Lindberg until just past halftrack when his car made a hard move toward the centerline followed by an engine

malfunction, allowing Lindberg to claim the round win. Capps remains second in the standings.

 

Tony Schumacher, “The Sarge,” qualified No. 7 in his HEMI-engine fueled U.S. Army Top Fuel dragster and

knocked off Terry McMillen in round one. The eight-time Top Fuel champion clocked a quick 3.771 run in the

quarterfinals, but was edged out at the finish stripe on a holeshot loss to Steve Torrence by a margin of about six

inches.

 

Mopar Dodge//SRT NHRA Sportsman Spotlight

Brian Johnson of Nowthen, Minnesota, raced a Mopar-powered 1973 Plymouth Duster 340 to his first career NHRA

National event win in the Super Stock class, in his very first final-round appearance. Johnson qualified back in the

pack at Brainerd, at No. 45 of 52 entries, then fought through six rounds to capture the victory. He defeated Jason

DeForrest in the final, recording an 11.164/116.68 run after DeForrest left the starting line early and fouled out. The

performance earned Johnson the Dodge Top Finisher award in Super Stock.

In Stock Eliminator, Steve Scherschligt of Tea, South Dakota, repeated as the Dodge Top Finisher in the class, after

winning the award in 2017 at Brainerd. Scherschligt posted his Mopar-powered 1973 Plymouth Satellite in the top ten

during qualifying, earning the No. 8 spot with a 11.229-second pass that was 0.921 under index. Scherschligt

marched all the way to the semifinals, where he lost on a red light foul after leaving too early against Randi Lyn Shipp.

 

The Dodge Top Finisher award, now in its second year, awards $500 to Stock Eliminator and Super Stock drivers

who advance the furthest behind the wheel of a Mopar-powered Dodge, Chrysler, or Plymouth race car at all 24

NHRA national events.

 

Mopar Dodge//SRT NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series: Notes & Quotes

   

Pietro Gorlier, Head of Parts and Service (Mopar), FCA

“The win today by Jack Beckman in an all-Don Schumacher Racing Funny Car final round once again proves that the

combination of Mopar power and Dodge//SRT is tough to beat. Congratulations to Jack and his Infinite Hero Dodge

team on their performance today at Brainerd.”

 

Steve Beahm, Head of Passenger Cars, Dodge//SRT, Chrysler and FIAT, FCA North America

“The victory today by Jack Beckman reinforces that Dodge is America’s performance brand not only on the street,

but also at the drag strip. The success this year of Jack and Don Schumacher Racing adds fuel for the enthusiasts

who are passionate about our brand and the NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series.”

 

Jack Beckman, Infinite Hero Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 14 Qualifier – 4.029 ET)

 

Rd.1: (.047-second reaction time, 4.044 seconds at 312.64 mph) beat to No. 3 Matt Hagan (.050/4.101/268.44)

Rd.2: (.062/3.980/324.83) beat to No. 6 Shawn Langdon (.049/4.019/321.42)

Rd.3: (.069/3.968/325.14) beat No. 10 Courtney Force (.074/4.040/320.51)

Rd.4: (.027/3.961/325.69) beat No. 5 Tommy Johnson Jr. (.068/4.031/319.67)

 

“Everyone is saying we can’t lose, because a Doug Chandler/Terry Chandler car is in the final round – but we can

lose, because we’re the Infinite Hero car, and we want to win! Nobody goes into a final round thinking, ‘If we don’t

win, we don’t win.’ It’s a big deal. You don’t know if your last win is your last win. We have struggled, it’s no



secret. We haven’t had the car we had early in the season. We changed chassis, clutches, we faced the track prep

reduction and we had a tough time. I feel a heck of a lot better today than I felt yesterday.

 

“I don’t think one race can make or break you. I feel like if nothing else were to change this weekend but leaving with

the trophy, it changes the psychology of everyone on the team. Yeah, you know you’re capable of winning, but the

last time was at Gainesville. To put it back in the winner’s circle again just reaffirms that we are coming up on the

Countdown and we have a contending car. I like the way that we didn’t start (this weekend) phenomenally, but we

picked away at it and got better, and got significantly better each time down the track today.”

 

Tommy Johnson Jr., Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 5 Qualifier – 4.003 ET)

 

Rd.1: (.060-second reaction time, 3.988 seconds at 3320.66 mph) beat No. 12 Del Worsham (.044/4.691/204.42)

Rd.2: (.106/3.937/319.60) beat No. 4 Tim Wilkerson (.101/4.038/314.97)

Rd.3: (.091/3.950/323.97) beat No. 8 J.R. Todd (.099/3.973/324.05)

Rd.4: (.068/4.031/319.67) lost to No. 14 Jack Beckman (.027/3.961/325.69)

 

“It was a great weekend for our team, we made huge progress. You could see it coming the last few races, so super

excited with how we’re running going into Indy and the Countdown.  It broke a throttle air switch in the final round.

After such a great day, to have something small like that break in the final is disappointing, but still all in all, a great

day. The car is running really well. I look forward to testing this week and let’s see if we can get that Wally in Indy.”

 

Matt Hagan, Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car

(No. 3 Qualifier – 3.990 ET)

 

Rd.1: (.050-second reaction time, 4.101 seconds at 268.44 mph) lost to No. 14 Jack Beckman (.047/4.044/312.64)

 

“Right now, we are working to get this new body dialed in. It’s changed the whole dynamic of our racecar; the weight

transfer is different, and this thing is making a lot more downforce on the nose. The car is going to be better, the

numbers show it. We just have to figure out what this thing is asking for, and what adjustments we need to make. If

anybody can figure it out, (crew chief) Dickie (Venables) can. It’s going to be really, really important for us to test at

Indy and make those two or three days there really count.”

 

Leah Pritchett, Mopar Dodge Top Fuel Dragster

(No. 8 Qualifier – 3.818 ET)

 

Rd.1: (.074-second reaction time, 4.068 seconds at 276.92 mph) lost to No. 9 Scott Palmer (.064/3.837/325.06)

“Scott Palmer – I say it before I race him and after – you misstep ever so slightly, they’re there and they get you. We

need to qualify a little better – we seem to have track record of doing better when we qualify better. Coming away

from Brainerd, it’s just a little blip in the momentum, just like it was a little blip on the track today. I caught traction and

we were able to hook up, and that’s exactly what we’re going to do in Indy.”

 

Ron Capps, NAPA Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 2 Qualifier – 3.969 ET)

 

Rd.1: (.077-second reaction time, 4.382 seconds at 202.91 mph) lost to No. 15 Jonnie Lindberg (.085/4.070/316.01)

 

“I’ve been driving 22 years and a first-round loss like that hurts just as bad as it did during my rookie year in Funny

Car. After you’ve gone through Friday and Saturday and feel how good your car is running underneath you, you

really feel like you have a great chance at standing up there in the winner’s circle at the end of the day. I’m lucky I

can jump back in the car this Thursday during our Indy test session. After a letdown here in Brainerd, I’m looking

forward to getting right back in the car a few days later. It’s extra exciting this year because we’re going to test out

some new aerodynamic things with Dodge.”

 



Tony Schumacher, U.S. Army Top Fuel Dragster

(No. 7 Qualifier – 3.818 ET)

 

Rd.1: (.060-second reaction time, 3.792 seconds at 328.70 mph) beat No. 10 Terry McMillen (.070/3.803/325.61)

Rd.2: (.098/3.771/328.94) lost to No. 2 Steve Torrence (.076/3.792/325.69)

 

“The first round, it was a long tree. The second round, it was a quick tree and it caught me off guard. There’s no

excuse, no other reason, the fact is the dude left before I did on the start line and it cost us the race with our great

U.S. Army racecar that we should’ve won the race with. We’ll go to the next one, we’ll forget that happened, and

we’ll get it done.”

 

Up Next: NHRA U.S. Nationals

Mopar Dodge//SRT racers will travel next to the NHRA U.S. Nationals at Lucas Oil Raceway at Indianapolis,

Indiana. Six days of racing will take place on August 29 – September 3, with elimination rounds set for Labor Day.

The NHRA Dodge HEMI® Challenge will return for the 18th year, and the first with the Dodge brand as title sponsor,

on August 30-31, during the U.S. Nationals.

 

Dodge Garage: Digital Hub for Drag Racing News

Fans now have a one-stop destination for Mopar and Dodge drag racing news. Dodge Garage 

(http://www.dodgegarage.com) is a digital content hub and premier destination for drag racing and muscle car

enthusiasts.

Fans can view daily updates and get access to an online racing HQ, news, events, galleries, available downloads and

merchandise. Dodge Garage features include exclusive content, such as a three-part video series “Chasing the Title,

” that offers fans a unique, behind-the-scenes glimpse at Pritchett and her DSR team in action.

 

For information on Mopar on and off the track, check out the Mopar brand’s official blog,  http://blog.mopar.com.

 

2018 NHRA Championship — Point Standings After Round 17 of 24

(Season Wins in Parentheses)

NHRA Funny Car

1.  Courtney Force — 1372

2.  Ron Capps, Dodge Charger R/T (2) — 1177

3.  Robert Hight — 1154

4.  Jack Beckman, Dodge Charger R/T (2) — 1110

5.  Matt Hagan, Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat (2) — 1102

6t. Tommy Johnson Jr., Dodge Charger R/T — 987

6t.  J.R. Todd — 987

8.  John Force — 855

9.  Shawn Langdon — 791

10. Tim Wilkerson — 747

 

NHRA Top Fuel

1.   Steve Torrence – 1332

2.   Tony Schumacher, Mopar Dodge HEMI (1) — 1145

3.   Clay Millican — 1144

4.   Leah Pritchett, Mopar Dodge HEMI (2) — 1118

5.   Doug Kalitta — 1027

6.   Antron Brown — 1026

7.   Terry McMillen — 791

8.   Brittany Force — 787

9.   Scott Palmer — 701

10. Mike Salinas — 694



About Dodge//SRT

Dodge//SRT offers a complete lineup of performance vehicles that stand out in their own segments. Dodge is

America’s mainstream performance brand, and SRT is positioned as the ultimate performance halo of the Dodge

brand, together creating a complete and balanced performance brand with one vision and one voice.

 

For more than 100 years, the Dodge brand has carried on the spirit of brothers John and Horace Dodge, who founded

the brand in 1914. Their influence continues today. New for 2019, the Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat Redeye is

possessed by the Demon. Its 797-horsepower supercharged HEMI® high-output engine makes it the most powerful,

quickest and fastest muscle car reaching 0-60 miles per hour (mph) in 3.4 seconds and the fastest GT production car

with a ¼ mile elapsed time (ET) of 10.8 seconds at 131 mph. It also reaches a new top speed of 203 mph. Joining the

Challenger SRT Hellcat Redeye is the 2019 Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat with its more powerful 717-horsepower

engine, as well as the Challenger R/T Scat Pack Widebody, which features fender flares from the SRT Hellcat

Widebody and adds 3.5 inches of width to Scat Pack’s footprint. The 2019 Dodge Durango SRT, America’s fastest,

most powerful and most capable three-row SUV with a best-in-class tow rating of 8,700 lbs. fills out the brands’

performance lineup. These visceral performance models join a 2019 brand lineup that includes the Durango, Grand

Caravan, Journey, Charger and Challenger — a showroom that offers performance at every price point.

 

Mopar

Mopar is the global name for Stellantis genuine parts and authentic accessories.

A simple combination of the words MOtor and PARts, Mopar offers exceptional service, parts and customer-care.

Born in 1937 as the name of a line of antifreeze products, Mopar has evolved over more than 85 years to represent

both complete vehicle care and authentic performance for owners and enthusiasts worldwide.

Mopar made its mark in the 1960s during the muscle-car era with performance parts to enhance speed and handling

for both on-road and racing use. Later, Mopar  expanded to include technical service and customer support, and

today integrates service, parts and customer-care operations in order to enhance customer and dealer support

worldwide.

Complete information on Mopar is available at www.mopar.com and the Mopar blog at www.blog.mopar.com. For

more information regarding Stellantis (NYSE: STLA), please visit www.stellantis.com.

Follow Mopar and company news and video on:

Company blog: blog.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Media website: media.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Mopar brand: www.mopar.com/

Mopar blog: blog.mopar.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mopar

Instagram: www.instagram.com/officialmopar

Twitter: twitter.com/OfficialMOPAR

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/mopar or www.youtube.com/StellantisNA
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Additional information and news from Stellantis are available at: https://media.stellantisnorthamerica.com
 


