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Mopar Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car Driver Hagan Triumphs at Season-opening NHRA
Winternationals

Gilley Scores Stock Eliminator win in 1969 Dodge Dart GTS 340

Matt Hagan takes Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car to back-to-back victories at NHRA

Winternationals in Pomona, California

Hagan dominates from pole to earn his 27th NHRA National event win

Three of four Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) Mopar Dodge Charger R/T drivers advance to semifinals

Mopar-powered DSR Top Fuel driver Tony Schumacher races to event runner-up

Leah Pritchett exits early in Mopar Dodge NHRA Top Fuel dragster

Larry Gilley claims Stock Eliminator class win in Mopar-powered 1969 Dodge Dart GTS 340

Gilley, Staci Smith earn first 2018 Dodge Top Finisher awards in NHRA Sportsman ranks

More info on Mopar in NHRA available at http://blog.mopar.com

New Dodge Garage (http://www.dodgegarage.com/), a digital content hub for muscle car and race

enthusiasts launches; will include highlights from NHRA season

February 11, 2018,  Pomona, California - Matt Hagan started the 2018 NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series the

same way he began his 2017 season — driving the Mopar and Dodge//SRT brands to victory at the NHRA

Winternationals in Pomona, California.

 

The two-time NHRA Funny Car champion wrapped up a dominant weekend in which he also claimed the pole in his

Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car by outgunning Robert Hight in the final round at Auto Club

Raceway. The victory was Hagan’s second straight at the NHRA Winternationals and the 27th of his career in 48

final rounds.

 

Adding to the Mopar and Dodge//SRT Sunday celebration was a runner-up showing by Hagan’s Don Schumacher

Racing (DSR) teammate Tony Schumacher in Top Fuel and an NHRA Stock Eliminator win by Larry Gilley in a 1969

Dodge Dart GTS 340. Hagan was also joined in the Funny Car semifinals by two of his Mopar-powered DSR Dodge

teammates, Jack Beckman and Ron Capps.

 

After earning the No. 1 qualifying spot on Saturday with a 3.822-second elapsed time (ET), Hagan recorded the

second quickest run of the first round on Sunday to defeat Dodge Charger R/T driver Jim Campbell. The DSR driver

next bested Cruz Pedregon before winning a tight all-Mopar Dodge match against Capps. In the final, Hagan’s

3.823/335.90 run was enough to hold off Hight’s strong 3.866/336.99 pass.

 

Infinite Hero Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car driver Beckman posted impressive numbers in the first two elimination

rounds. The 2012 Funny Car champion opened his day by using the third-quickest run of the round to best Bob

Tasca, and then was quickest in the quarterfinals in trailering Tim Wilkerson. That ended in the semis, when

Beckman’s car went quiet shortly after launch, ending his day.  

 

Capps’ run to the semifinals included a first-round win over Shawn Langdon and an interesting battle with Jonnie

Lindberg in the quarterfinals. Lindberg took the red light foul loss after leaving too early, which also caused Capps to

launch a tad too soon as well. The fourth DSR Funny Car team member, Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T driver

Tommy Johnson, was unable to move past the first round after smoking the tires and losing to Cruz Pedregon.

 



Tony Schumacher raced his Mopar HEMI-powered U.S. Army dragster to his first final round since the 2017 Atlanta

event. Schumacher outran Terry McMillen, Terry Haddock and Antron Brown before falling to Doug Kalitta in the

money round. Mopar Dodge NHRA Top Fuel dragster driver Leah Pritchett will look to rebound from an early first-

round exit at Pomona. Starting from the No. 4 spot in the first round against Scott Palmer, Pritchett’s parachute

popped out prematurely during the burnout, ending the DSR star’s Winternationals title defense before it could truly

begin.

 

Mopar Dodge//SRT NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series: Notes & Quotes

 

Pietro Gorlier, Head of Parts and Service (Mopar), FCA

“Congratulations to Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger R/T driver Matt Hagan on starting off the 2018 NHRA

season with a visit to winner’s circle. The Mopar and Dodge brands are working even closer together this year to

expand our commitment to NHRA, and this is a great early return on that teamwork. We’re hopeful this is the first of

many Sunday celebrations at the drag strip for our brands this year.”

 

Steve Beahm, Head of Passenger Cars, Dodge//SRT, Chrysler and FIAT, FCA North America

“Matt Hagan’s win in his Mopar-powered Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car at Pomona today is a terrific way for our

brands to kick off this year’s NHRA season. By expanding our sponsorship and partnering with Mopar, now for our

third year, Dodge//SRT continues to connect with the growing number of drag racing fans in the stands, watching on

TV and competing at drag strips around the country in their Chargers and Challengers.”

Matt Hagan, Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 1 Qualifier – 3.822 ET)

 

Rd. 1: (070-second reaction time, 3.902 seconds at 331.53 mph) beat No. 16 Jim Campbell (.117/4.387/213.77)

Rd. 2: (.057/3.954/329.34) beat No. 8 Cruz Pedregon (.010/4.006/322.11)

Rd. 3: (.059/3.938/330.07) beat No. 5 Ron Capps (.074/3.968/320.81)

Rd. 4: (.055/3.823/335.90) beat No. 2 Robert Hight (.034/3.866/336.99)

“To watch my guys come together and work, everything is clicking so nice — you can tell the extra prep they put in

during the off-season. It’s not so much just the parts and pieces, it’s looking at those parts and pieces, and putting

your hands on them.

 

“I’m really just proud of them, but I’m proud to crawl in that race car that Don Schumacher owns. It’s a car that

these guys have put together, that I know I can win on any given Sunday. That’s a crazy feeling. It’s a cool feeling.

Everything on this car goes back to Dickie Venables, and at the end of the day him and Mike Knudsen have a game

plan. It just shows you how smart they are.

 

“These things are very humbling. We feel great right now, but we could roll into Phoenix and it could be a different

story. We just have to keep it upbeat and positive, and no matter what happens, keep it rolling.”

 

Tony Schumacher, U.S. Army Top Fuel Dragster

(No. 8 Qualifier – 3.732 ET)

 

Rd. 1: (.066-second reaction time, 3.696 seconds at 332.18 mph) beat No. 7 Terry McMillen (.083/3.752/328.06)

Rd. 2: (.097/3.717/331.85) beat No. 13 Terry Haddock (.121/9.851/84.16)

Rd. 3: (.064/3.711/331.45) beat No. 6 Antron Brown (.048/3.737/324.28)

Rd. 4: (.057/4.715/145.93) lost to No. 8 Doug Kalitta (.083/3.779/TBD)

“That was a lot of fun – the whole day. It was a fun deal in every way except for what happened at the end. Still, we

go on to Phoenix with absolute confidence in a great race car and a bunch of smiling U.S. Army boys. Kalitta and I

have battled for a long, long time. They’re a great race team. Congrats to them for getting it done. They did a great

job and they deserved to win today.”

 

Leah Pritchett, Mopar Dodge Top Fuel Dragster



(No. 4 Qualifier – 3.687 ET)

 

Rd. 1: (No time) lost to No. 11 Scott Palmer (.085/6.489/117.35)

“We thought we had it figured out last night, but it looks like there were more major issues. I want to give big thanks

to my guys working their tails off. They did everything they could to find the issue, but it obviously reared its ugly head

again, so we have some work to do. Ultimately, I have all the confidence in the world in Todd (Okuhara, crew chief),

Scott (Okuhara, assistant crew chief) and the entire DSR/Mopar/U.S. Army team.”

Ron Capps, NAPA Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 5 Qualifier – 3.882 ET)

 

Rd. 1: (.085-second reaction time, 4.833 seconds at 167.53 mph) beat No. 12 Shawn Langdon (.062/10.060/79.68)

Rd. 2: (-.055/4.001/324.75) beat No. 13 Jonnie Lindberg (-.310/9.716/104.61)

Rd. 3: (.074/3.968/320.81) lost to No. 1 Matt Hagan (.059/3.938/330.07)

 

“We knew we were up against a good car being my teammate in Hagan with Dickie (Venables, Hagan’s crew chief).

But it was a great comeback for Tobler to go back up there and not beat ourselves and go down the track like we

did.”

Jack Beckman, Infinite Hero Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 3 Qualifier – 3.860 ET)

 

Rd. 1: (.065-second reaction time, 3.907 seconds at 333.0 mph) beat No. 14 Bob Tasca (.074/4.016/324.12)

Rd. 2: (.075/3.901/330.23) beat No. 6 Tim Wilkerson (.079/4.253/220.51)

Rd. 3: (No time) lost to No. 2 Robert Hight (.074/3.899/329.10)

“I want to pack my bags and fly to Phoenix tomorrow because I think we have one of the best cars there is out here.

Once we dive in and eliminate these little bugs, we’re going to start reeling off race wins.”

Tommy Johnson Jr., Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

(No. 9 Qualifier – 3.932 ET)

 

Rd. 1: (.066-second reaction time, 4.504 seconds at 267.69 mph) lost to No. 8 Cruz Pedregon (.051/4.363/246.17)

 

“It wasn’t what we expected coming into the first race of the season. We tested well. We’re still kind of in a test

mode, because of the (new) six-disc (clutch). We’re trying stuff to make us better later in the season, and just never

quite got it together this weekend. We’ll learn from it and go into Phoenix a lot stronger. We ran good there in testing,

and have a lot more data there. The more data we can get, the better we’ll run.”

 

Mopar Dodge//SRT NHRA Sportsman Spotlight

Just like in the professional ranks, a Mopar-powered NHRA Sportsman competitor visited the winner’s circle at

Pomona. Larry Gilley marched through six rounds of intense competition and reached the finish line first in a heads-

up final to claim the Stock Eliminator crown at Pomona in his 1968 Dodge Dart GTS 340.

“It’s a dream come true. I’ve always wanted to win the Winternationals my whole life, since I was a kid and came

her with my father,” said Gilley, 54, who also earned the $500 Dodge Top Finisher award with his victory. Winner of

the prestigious NHRA U.S. Nationals event last year, Gilley has been competing for more than 15 years in nothing but

Mopar-powered Dodge and Plymouth muscle cars.

“NHRA Sportsman racers are the most dedicated and passionate competitors, and we congratulate Larry Gilley on

his victory today,” said Pietro Gorlier, Head of Parts and Service (Mopar), FCA. “Through our long-running Mopar

Contingency Program, we are able to recognize and reward racers like Larry who compete and win with Mopar

products. We hope this victory is the first of many in 2018 for our Mopar-powered Sportsman competitors.”

Under the Mopar Contingency Program, Sportsman racers who win or finish runner-up while utilizing Mopar valve



covers, intake manifolds, cylinder heads and engine assemblies are eligible for monetary rewards.

“Congratulations to Larry Gilley on racing his Dodge Dart GTS 340 to victory today in the Stock Eliminator class,”

said Steve Beahm, Head of Passenger Cars, Dodge//SRT, Chrysler and FIAT, FCA North America. “We are proud to

support passionate Sportsman racers like Gilley through the Dodge Top Finisher award, now in its second year,

which awards $500 to the Stock and Super Stock drivers who advance the furthest behind the wheel of a Mopar-

powered car at all 24 national events.”

Staci Smith, from Lancaster, California, drove her 1993 Dodge Daytona Super Stocker to the fifth round at the

season-opening event. Smith’s Daytona runs in the GT/HA category, allowing her to convert the car to a rear-wheel-

drive configuration and install a Mopar V8 engine. Smith, a 30-year-old who has spent most of her life racing with her

family, took home the Dodge Top Finisher award in Super Stock. 

Dodge Garage: New Digital Hub for Drag Racing News

Fans now have a new one-stop destination for Mopar and Dodge drag racing news.

Dodge Garage (http://www.dodgegarage.com) is a digital content hub and premier destination for drag racing and

muscle car enthusiasts.

Fans can view daily updates and get access to an online racing HQ, news, events, galleries, available downloads and

merchandise. Dodge Garage features include exclusive content, such as a three-part video series “Chasing the Title,

” that offers fans a unique, behind-the-scenes glimpse at Pritchett and her DSR team in action.

 

For information on Mopar on and off the track, check out the Mopar brand’s official blog,  http://blog.mopar.com.

 

Up Next: NHRA Arizona Nationals                       

Mopar and Dodge//SRT competitors will head next to the NHRA Arizona Nationals, scheduled for February 23-25 at

Wild Horse Pass Motorsports Park in Chandler, Arizona. Hagan and Pritchett will look to defend their 2017 event titles

at the “duel in the desert.”

2018 NHRA Championship — Point Standings After Round 1 of 24

(Season Wins in Parentheses)

NHRA Funny Car

1. Matt Hagan, Dodge Charger R/T (1) – 127

2. Robert Hight – 101

3. Jack Beckman, Dodge Charger R/T – 81

4. Ron Capps, Dodge Charger R/T – 78

5. Jonnie Lindberg – 51

6(t). J.R. Todd – 49

6(t). Tim Wilkerson – 49

8. Cruz Pedregon – 48

9. Courtney Force – 36

10(t). Tommy Johnson Jr., Dodge Charger R/T – 32

NHRA Top Fuel

1. Doug Kalitta (1) – 112 

2. Tony Schumacher, Mopar HEMI – 95

3. Clay Millican – 84

4. Antron Brown – 78 

5. Steve Torrence – 60

6. Scott Palmer – 47

7. Brittany Force – 35

8(t). Leah Pritchett, Mopar Dodge HEMI – 32

8(t). Mike Salinas – 32

8(t). Steve Faria – 32



About Dodge//SRT

Dodge//SRT offers a complete lineup of performance vehicles that stand out in their own segments. Dodge is FCA

North America’s mainstream performance brand, and SRT is positioned as the ultimate performance halo of the

Dodge brand, together creating a complete and balanced performance brand with one vision and one voice.

 

For more than 100 years, the Dodge brand has carried on the spirit of brothers John and Horace Dodge, who founded

the company in 1914. Their influence continues today. New for 2018, the 840-horsepower Dodge Challenger SRT

Demon, the fastest quarter-mile production car in the world and most powerful muscle car ever, is taking the world by

storm, along with the new 2018 Dodge Durango SRT, America’s fastest, most powerful and most capable three-row

SUV, and the 707-horsepower Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat Widebody. These new SRT ultimate performance

models join a brand lineup that includes the Durango, Grand Caravan, Journey, Charger and Challenger, including

the 707-horsepower Challenger SRT Hellcat and the Charger SRT Hellcat, the quickest, fastest and most powerful

sedan in the world.

 

Mopar

Mopar is the global name for Stellantis genuine parts and authentic accessories.

A simple combination of the words MOtor and PARts, Mopar offers exceptional service, parts and customer-care.

Born in 1937 as the name of a line of antifreeze products, Mopar has evolved over more than 85 years to represent

both complete vehicle care and authentic performance for owners and enthusiasts worldwide.

Mopar made its mark in the 1960s during the muscle-car era with performance parts to enhance speed and handling

for both on-road and racing use. Later, Mopar  expanded to include technical service and customer support, and

today integrates service, parts and customer-care operations in order to enhance customer and dealer support

worldwide.

Complete information on Mopar is available at www.mopar.com and the newly redesigned Mopar blog at

www.blog.mopar.com. For more information regarding Stellantis (NYSE: STLA), please visit www.stellantis.com.

Follow Mopar and company news and video on:

Company blog: blog.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Media website: media.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Mopar brand: www.mopar.com/

Mopar blog: blog.mopar.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mopar

Instagram: www.instagram.com/officialmopar

Twitter: twitter.com/OfficialMOPAR

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/mopar or www.youtube.com/StellantisNA

 
-###-

Additional information and news from Stellantis are available at: https://media.stellantisnorthamerica.com
 


