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Pritchett Qualifies No. 1 with National Record in Mopar Top Fuel Dragster at NHRA Brainerd 
 

Leah Pritchett qualifies No. 1 with national record in Mopar-powered Top Fuel dragster during 36th annual

NHRA Nationals at Brainerd International Raceway

Pritchett’s lap of 3.640 seconds at 330.63 mph resets own elapsed-time record

Top Fuel dragsters featuring Mopar HEMI® power from Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) have qualified No. 1

nine times in 2017

Mopar Nitro teams from DSR have set low E.T. 13 times overall this year

Pritchett’s No. 1 qualifying effort is sixth of season, seventh of career

Matt Hagan qualifies No. 2 to lead Mopar-powered Funny Cars

Six Mopar Dodge Funny Cars qualify for 16-car field

August 19, 2017,  Brainerd, Minn. - Leah Pritchett made history during qualifying for the 36th annual NHRA

Nationals at Brainerd International Raceway, turning in the sport’s quickest elapsed time ever in her Mopar HEMI ®-

powered Top Fuel dragster. Pritchett’s best time of 3.640 seconds at 330.63 mph lowered her own national E.T.

record of 3.658 from earlier this season and made her the No. 1 qualifier for the sixth time this year.

Pritchett’s record-shattering run in her Papa John’s Pizza/Mopar Pennzoil Top Fuel machine from Don Schumacher

Racing (DSR) came during the second qualifying session on Friday evening, after a rain shower produced ideal

conditions at the end of a day that had already seen favorable temperatures at the track in northern Minnesota.

With Pritchett’s No. 1 effort, Mopar Top Fuel dragsters have now set quick time in qualifying in nine events on the

2017 NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series calendar, while Mopar power has qualified No. 1 13 times across both

Nitro categories overall. Pritchett also became quick qualifier in Top Fuel for the seventh time in her career.

The other Mopar-powered Top Fuel dragster from DSR, driven by eight-time champion Tony Schumacher, will start

from the fourth spot on Sunday’s elimination ladder.

The Mopar Funny Cars from DSR also turned in strong qualifying efforts, led by Matt Hagan in the Mopar Pennzoil

Dodge Charger R/T. Hagan qualified in the second spot with a best time of 3.807 at 336.57 during Q2 on Friday

evening. He’ll look to improve on his runner-up finish in last year’s Brainerd event on Sunday.

Hagan’s DSR teammates, Tommy Johnson Jr., Jack Beckman and Ron Capps, qualified their Dodge Chargers in the

fifth, sixth and eighth positions, respectively.

A total of six Mopar Dodge Funny Cars qualified for the 16-car field.

Mopar/Dodge Notes & Quotes

(best elapsed time in bold)

Leah Pritchett, Papa John’s Pizza/Mopar Pennzoil Top Fuel Dragster

Qualified No. 1, will face No. 16 Rob Passey

Friday: (3.677 seconds at 331.53 mph – Q1); (3.640/330.63 – Q2)

Saturday: (4.670/155.65 – Q3); (3.783/322.19 – Q4)

(After setting the national record)

“It was absolutely incredible. For one, we’ve looked forward to this night session for a long time. I think everybody



has all year long, knowing that Brainerd – this track, the surface, the conditions, what NHRA is able to do to it, lays

down the groundwork for us to pull out the most power possible and that’s what this Papa John’s team did. They

have been working tirelessly at finding small amounts of power here, there and everywhere and to be able to put it on

the track was incredible.”

(On preparing for eliminations during Saturday qualifying)

“We came out of the gate super-hot at the beginning of the season, and we’re hot on cold tracks. Brainerd is the

epitome of throw-down central so that’s what we did last night. But today was really about getting ready for Sunday.

We threw down last night and today was just about race day. Tomorrow is going to be as close to this (weather) as

possible. So there are no points, there are no trophies; there’s no anything for the national record except for

preparing for the cool tracks in the Countdown (to the Championship).

Matt Hagan, Mopar Pennzoil Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

Qualified No. 2, will face No. 15 Cruz Pedregon

Friday: (3.831 seconds at 333.33 mph – Q1); (3.807/336.57 – Q2)

Saturday: (3.932/327.03 – Q3); (3.928/330.23 – Q4)

“We’ve got a good race car; it’s going down the racetrack. We’ve had four good runs so far and almost set a

national record. But at the end of the day people remember championships and race wins and that’s what we need

to focus on to get this car dialed in for the next couple of races coming up. Obviously we won Indy last year and would

like to win it again this year; it’s a special race. But right now we need to focus on tomorrow in the heat and what we

need to do at this racetrack to manipulate that, but I fell really confident in (crew chief) Dickie Venables.”

Tommy Johnson Jr., Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

Qualified No. 5, will face No. 12 Jonnie Lindberg

Friday: (3.907 seconds at 328.22 mph – Q1); (3.880/329.58 – Q2)

Saturday: (3.897/330.96 – Q3); (3.907/326.95 – Q4)

Jack Beckman, Infinite Hero Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

Qualified No. 6, will face No. 11 Brian Stewart

Friday: (6.535 seconds at 129.18 mph – Q1); (3.886/333.25 – Q2)

Saturday: (3.931/326.87 – Q3); (3.914/329.83 – Q4)

Ron Capps, NAPA Dodge Charger R/T Funny Car

Qualified No. 8, will face No. 9 J.R. Todd

Friday: (3.928 seconds at 325.14 mph – Q1); (4.237/217.00 – Q2)

Saturday: (10.974/75.82 – Q3); (3.930/325.61 – Q4)

Tony Schumacher, U.S. Army Top Fuel Dragster

Qualified No. 4, will face No. 13 Troy Coughlin Jr.

Friday: (3.754 seconds at 325.53 mph – Q1); (3.695/329.42– Q2)

Saturday: (5.247/132.87 – Q3); (3.779/325.22 – Q4)

 

Tune-in Info

FOX Sports 1 will broadcast the elimination rounds from the 36th annual NHRA Nationals at Brainerd International

Raceway LIVE at 2 p.m. ET on Sunday, August 20.

For more information on Mopar and Dodge in NHRA, check out the Mopar brand’s official

blog, http://blog.mopar.com.

About Mopar Motorsports

The Mopar brand’s commitment to professional motorsports competition was established in the 1950s when a

partnership ignited with drag racing pioneer Don Garlits, resulting in the breaking of numerous speed and

performance barriers in HEMI-powered vehicles over the next several decades. In 2016, thanks to Don Schumacher

Racing driver Ron Capps, Mopar captured its fourth NHRA Funny Car World Championship in the last six years. As

Mopar celebrates 80 years as a brand in 2017, it will focus its NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series efforts on NHRA



Funny Car and, with rising star Leah Pritchett, NHRA Top Fuel Dragster. Mopar will also bolster its commitment to

NHRA Sportsman racing with new contingency rewards, factory support and at-track technical advice and guidance.

Mopar-First Features

During the brand’s 80 years, Mopar has introduced numerous industry-first features including:

Vehicle-information apps: first to introduce smartphone vehicle-information applications, a new channel of

communication with consumers

wiADVISOR: first to incorporate a tablet-based service lane tool

Electronic Vehicle Tracking System (EVTS): first to market with a new interactive vehicle tracking device

that sends owner a text when vehicle is driven too fast or too far based on pre-set parameters

Wi-Fi: first to offer customers the ability to make their vehicle a wireless hot spot

Electronic owner manuals: first to introduce traditional owner manuals on a smartphone app 

Mopar

Mopar is the global name for Stellantis genuine parts and authentic accessories.

A simple combination of the words MOtor and PARts, Mopar offers exceptional service, parts and customer-care.

Born in 1937 as the name of a line of antifreeze products, Mopar has evolved over more than 85 years to represent

both complete vehicle care and authentic performance for owners and enthusiasts worldwide.

Mopar made its mark in the 1960s during the muscle-car era with performance parts to enhance speed and handling

for both on-road and racing use. Later, Mopar  expanded to include technical service and customer support, and

today integrates service, parts and customer-care operations in order to enhance customer and dealer support

worldwide.

Complete information on Mopar is available at www.mopar.com and the Mopar blog at www.blog.mopar.com. For

more information regarding Stellantis (NYSE: STLA), please visit www.stellantis.com.

Follow Mopar and company news and video on:

Company blog: blog.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Media website: media.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Mopar brand: www.mopar.com/

Mopar blog: blog.mopar.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mopar

Instagram: www.instagram.com/officialmopar

Twitter: twitter.com/OfficialMOPAR

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/mopar or www.youtube.com/StellantisNA
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Additional information and news from Stellantis are available at: https://media.stellantisnorthamerica.com
 


