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Mopar and Dodge Begin Championship Chase, Celebrate 80 Years of Mopar as 2017 NHRA
Season Blasts Off

Four-driver Mopar Dodge Charger R/T NHRA Funny Car squad competes to capture fifth title in seven

seasons

Leah Pritchett back in Mopar/Pennzoil Top Fuel Dragster, looks to build off top-ten finish

Mopar and Dodge put focus on NHRA Sportsman racers, Mopar Dodge Challenger Drag Pak drivers for

2017 season

February 6, 2017,  Auburn Hills, Mich. - When the fastest race cars on the planet roar to life this week for the NHRA

Winternationals, a fleet of Mopar-powered Dodge machines will be among the front-runners at Auto Club Raceway at

Pomona in Southern California. Drivers and teams will also continue the yearlong Mopar 80th anniversary celebration

at the 2017 season-starter as they look to add to the brand’s rich drag racing tradition.

The stout, four-driver NHRA Funny Car stable at Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) will look to mark the brand’s 80

years by capturing a fifth NHRA Mello Yello Series title in the past seven seasons. Longtime Mopar-powered DSR

driver Ron Capps gained the title of World Champion for the first time in 2016. His championship run began in

Pomona where he collected the victory in the first event of the season. Capps went on to win a total of five races in 10

finals appearances and will return to defend his crown in the NAPA Auto Parts Dodge Charger R/T.

Meanwhile, 2011 and 2014 Funny Car Champion Matt Hagan seeks to dethrone teammate Capps. Hagan finished

third in his Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger R/T in the Funny Car points standings last season, collecting four

wins along the way, and also set dual national records. Hagan was responsible for the lowest E.T. in Funny Car

history by turning in a time of 3.822 seconds at Minnesota’s Brainerd International Raceway in August. He also set

the record for speed, reaching a staggering 335.57 mph at Heartland Park Topeka in May.  

Just as much a threat for race wins and world titles are 2012 champ Jack Beckman and 2016 championship runner-

up Tommy Johnson Jr., in the Infinite Hero and Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T machines, respectively. Beckman

won twice in 2016 and is also second in lowest E.T., having turned in a pass of 3.825 seconds during last season’s

fall Pomona event. Johnson earned three event wins last year, including at the Pomona season finale.

In the Top Fuel class, Leah Pritchett will compete in her first full season with DSR after coming onboard with the team

midway through the 2016 campaign. A winner last year at Wild Horse Pass Motorsports Park near Phoenix and a top-

ten finisher in the standings, Pritchett proved she’s ready to build on that solid season as she battles in her

Mopar/Pennzoil Top Fuel Dragster. During Nitro Spring Training in Phoenix on Saturday, Pritchett recorded the

unofficial quickest elapsed time in drag racing history, clocking a run of 3.654 seconds at 331.85 mph.

Pritchett will compete alongside one of the most successful Top Fuel drivers in history, eight-time champion Tony

Schumacher, as he pilots the Mopar-powered U.S. Army Top Fuel Dragster.

Several HEMI®-powered Dodge Dart cars will also compete in the Pro Stock ranks, led by veteran Mopar driver Allen

Johnson. Mopar pro and Sportsman drivers will also attempt to repeat the cumulative success that helped earn Mopar

and Dodge the prestigious NHRA Manufacturers Cup in 2016.

In 2017, Mopar and Dodge are also putting extra emphasis on Sportsman racing with a new program designed to

provide incentives to Mopar Dodge Challenger Drag Pak racers. The Magneti Marelli Offered by Mopar Drag Pak

Rewards program will offer monetary incentives to racers running that particular car and package. The Top 20 drivers



in the final point standings will be eligible for cash prizes, while rewards are also available for a Factory Stock

Showdown win and a Stock Eliminator World Championship.

All Mopar Sportsman racers will continue to be eligible for awards under the Mopar contingency program, while a

variety of special events are scheduled for Sportsman racers through the year. FCA US LLC engineers will provide

on-site support to Mopar and Dodge racers across all Sportsman divisions during each of the 24 national events as

well.

Mopar and Dodge on Manufacturers Midway

The Mopar display trailer will be on hand on Manufacturers Midway at 15 of the 24 stops on the national event

calendar, offering fans a view of the latest Mopar products and hosting special events, such as driver autograph

signings. The first signing event is slated for 11:30 a.m. PT on Saturday, February 11 in Pomona.

A brand-new Dodge exhibit will also join the Mopar rig at each event, with the full-scale Dodge display to debut at the

NHRA Gatornationals in March. The brands will also serve as primary sponsors at two events on the NHRA schedule:

the Mopar Mile-High NHRA Nationals, set for July 21-23 near Denver, Colorado, and the Dodge NHRA Nationals,

scheduled for September 21-24 in Reading, Pennsylvania.

For more information on Mopar and Dodge in NHRA, check out the Mopar brand’s official blog,

http://blog.mopar.com.

MOPAR QUOTES

Pietro Gorlier,Head of Parts and Service (Mopar) FCA – Global

“The 2016 season was a banner one for Mopar, with Ron Capps winning his first Funny Car World Championship

and Mopar and Dodge collecting the NHRA Manufacturers Cup. Mopar is celebrating 80 years in 2017, and over eight

decades the dragstrip has always figured prominently in our DNA. Once again, we will field an elite lineup of drivers

and teams ready to add to our brand’s championship-winning legacy at the track.”

Matt Hagan, driver, Mopar Express Lane Dodge Charger R/T

“2017 is going to be a big year I think for all of us, especially here at DSR. I have a lot of goals that I’ve set for

myself. With my brother passing, I think that it put some stuff in perspective for me, treating every day and every lap

and every race as it could be your last. He was 33 years old and he’s gone. Somehow that stuff hits home. You’ve

got to take life and really realize how special every moment is. So, I think that when I’m crawling into the race car this

year I’m not going to take anything for granted and not just go through the motions. I never really do that, it just

means a lot more to me now knowing that it can be gone tomorrow.”

(About 80 Years of Mopar)

“I think that [Mopar’s 80th anniversary] speaks for itself. 80 years of Mopar, that’s just 80 years of horsepower. It’s

pretty cool that everybody’s so brand-loyal and supported the cause and allowed Mopar to be out here and be able

to demonstrate the horsepower like they do on the racetrack. 80 years, that’s pretty awesome. I think that we have to

have a big year for them. We’ve got to go out here and win a bunch of races and win this championship and make it

all happen.”

Ron Capps, driver, NAPA Auto Parts Dodge Charger R/T

“Every time I go to the starting line I know that we sort of have a target on our back with the performance that our

team has always put on the racetrack. It’s funny how you spend the offseason always finding out where you can be

better from the previous season. This year was no different. It was great to win a world championship and it’s another

feather in the cap for [crew chief] Rahn Tobler and the crew guys, but we still did the same thing in the off-season. We

sat down and figured out how we can be better here, how we can be better there, and Tobler implemented it all winter

long. Hopefully we’ll start off the season in Pomona like we did last year with a win and go on to have a good

season.”

Jack Beckman, driver, Infinite Hero Dodge Charger R/T

“Winning so many championships in the recent NHRA tour for Funny Car, I think that says that there’s a deep level

of commitment and excellence, both at Don Schumacher Racing and at Mopar. You know they don’t just design the

body, send us a chunk of carbon and say, ‘go race.’ We’ve got engineering support literally at every race, trying to



make what already is arguably the best Funny Car body out here even better. So, I think the philosophy that

everybody shares is your best, 100 percent every day, and we never stop trying to get better.”

Tommy Johnson Jr., driver, Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger R/T

“I think we’ve shown over the past three years we’re very consistent, we’ve steadily improved and I hope to stay

on that track. It isn’t like we have to go a long ways now. We were just one position out of a championship. To be

third and a second, it shows the strength of the team and how methodical they are. I’m looking forward to this

season. I think we’ve learned from each season and we’ll take what we’ve learned and apply it and hopefully move

up one more spot.”

Leah Pritchett, driver, Mopar/Pennzoil Top Fuel Dragster

“The security and sustainability that 2017 brings is remarkable. It’s actually everything I’ve dreamed of. Last year I

began an official partnership with Mopar and they have been incredible, not only as a sponsor, but as a partner. They

do cool things to engage fans with what we’re doing. Yes, we have the performance part of the house and deliver

that on track. But we also get to go into some of their sales conferences and participate in their Block Party in

Reading.

“I’m extremely pumped for the fact that we get to have a Mopar-primary car again in Reading during the Dodge race.

Something really cool that I never thought would happen is being able to have the [Dodge Challenger SRT] Hellcat.

I’ve had a couple different ones and have been able to utilize them in not only different shoots, but really live the

power that I get to talk about. I’ll tell you what, on the street it’s a beast and on the track we’re a beast. To go into

my second year with Mopar, that’s been a dream since I got my license with Schumacher Racing in 2008 in a Funny

Car. We’re the epitome of power, and Mopar is the epitome of power.”

About Mopar Motorsports

The Mopar brand’s commitment to professional motorsports competition was established in the 1950s when a

partnership ignited with drag racing pioneer Don Garlits, resulting in the breaking of numerous speed and

performance barriers in HEMI-powered vehicles over the next several decades. In 2016, thanks to Don Schumacher

Racing driver Ron Capps, Mopar captured its fourth NHRA Funny Car World Championship in the last six years. As

Mopar celebrates 80 years as a brand in 2017, it will focus its NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series efforts on NHRA

Funny Car and, with rising star Leah Pritchett, NHRA Top Fuel Dragster. Mopar will also bolster its commitment to

NHRA Sportsman racing with new contingency rewards, factory support and at-track technical advice and guidance.

Mopar-First Features

During the brand’s 80 years, Mopar has introduced numerous industry-first features including:

Vehicle-information apps: first to introduce smartphone vehicle-information applications, a new channel of

communication with consumers

wiADVISOR: first to incorporate a tablet-based service lane tool

Electronic Vehicle Tracking System (EVTS): first to market with a new interactive vehicle tracking device

that sends owner a text when vehicle is driven too fast or too far based on pre-set parameters

Wi-Fi: first to offer customers the ability to make their vehicle a wireless hot spot

Electronic owner manuals: first to introduce traditional owner manuals in a DVD and brief user-guide

format

 

80 Years of Mopar

Mopar (a simple contraction of the words MOtor and PARts) was born on August 1, 1937, as the name of a line of

antifreeze products. Mopar has since evolved over 80 years to serve as the total service, parts and customer-care

brand of all FCA vehicles around the globe.

Mopar made its mark in the 1960s during the muscle-car era, with Mopar Performance Parts to enhance speed and

handling for both road and racing use, and expanded to include technical service and customer support. Today, the

Mopar brand’s global reach distributes more than 500,000 parts and accessories in over 150 markets around the

world. With more than 50 parts distribution centers and 25 customer contact centers globally, Mopar integrates

service, parts and customer-care operations in order to enhance customer and dealer support worldwide.

For 80 years, Mopar has been the source for genuine parts and accessories for all FCA brands. Mopar parts are



engineered together with the same teams that create factory-authorized specifications for FCA vehicles, offering a

direct connection that no other aftermarket parts company can provide. Complete information on the Mopar brand is

available at www.mopar.com.
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